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Public  Health  Department, 
Central  Clinic, 
Pontypridd. 


June,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Pontypridd  Urban  District  Council. 

\ 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Williams  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  matters  relating  to  the  public  health  of  the 
Pontypridd  Urban  District  for  the  year  1953,  together  with 
relevant  statistics.  These  latter  prompt  me  to  make  the 
following  brief  observations  on  some  aspects  which  emerge  from 
these  figures. 

Prom  the  public  health  standpoint  1953  was  a remarkably 
successful  year  in  Pontypridd.  This  is  a matter  for 
congratulation,  but  it  restricts  the  scope  for  comment  on  my  part. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate,  which  is  often  taken  as  an 
indication  of  the  efficiency  of  a health  service,  reached  a new 
low  level  in  this  town.  The  rate  achieved  today  was  regarded  as 
outside  the  realms  of  possibility  even  less  than  thirty  years  ago; 
particularly  in  an  industrial  and  urban  area.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  child  born  into  this  present  Elizabethan  era  has  an 
incomparably  greater  chance  of  survival  than  his  ancestor  under 
the  first  Queen  Elizabeth;  provided  he  escapes  those  man-made 
dangers  and  perils  with  which  misapplied  modern  science  bedevils 
his  path. 

Tuberculosis  which  has  always  been  a stubborn  problem,  is 
at  long  last  showing  signs  of  yielding  to  improved  therapy. 

However,  much  remains  to  be  discovered,  especially  in  the 
causation  of  cancer  and  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system.  In 
both  these  groups  the  death  rate  is  increasing  rapidly  and 
Pontypridd  is  no  exception  to  the  general  trend.  We  have  heard  a 
lot  about  cancer  of  the  lung  recently,  but  even  if  this  is 
eliminated,  It  represents  only  a small  proportion  of  deaths  from 
malignant  disease,  and  the  main  problem  persists. 

Heart  disease,  in  its  many  manifestations,  accounts  for 
a very  large  proportion  of  sudden  death  and  much  disability.  The 
tension  and  tempo  of  modern  life  appear  to  be  largely  to  blame, 
and  there  seems  little  hope  of  relief  in  these  respects. 
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One  outstanding  result  of  the  success  of  public  health 
endeavour  is  the  greater  age  to  which  the  majority  now  live. 

This  brings  new  problems  in  Its  train,  and  consideration  will 
need  to  be  given  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the  aged.  The 
welfare  state  is  assisting  greatly  even  no w,  but  more  must  be 
done  to  make  the  latter  years  of  the  aged  happy,  contented  and 
productive.  A system  of  part-time  employment  might  well  be 
furthered,  in  which  the  elderly  are  given  the  opportunity  to 
utilise  their  experience  and  special  skills  to  the  better 
advantage  both  of  themselves  and  the  community.  An  arbitrary 
age-limit  for  complete  retirement  may  need  to  be  revised  and  the 
worker  more  gradually  relinquish  his  labour.  This  is  a question 
of  economic  as  well  as  psychological  importance,  and  it  will 
soon  demand  the  attention  it  deserves. 

The  achievements  of  preventive  medicine  in  general  are 
fully  shared  by  Pontypridd,  and  are  in  part  due  to  the  smooth 
and  efficient  functioning  of  the  Health  Department,  supported 
by  the  progressive  and  enlightened  policy  of  the  Health 
Committee  * 

I would  in  conclusion,  thank  all  members  of  my  staff,  for 
the  loyal  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out 
their  duties  in  the  year  under  review  and  at  all  times. 

The  existing  close  and  satisfactory  co-operation  with  the 
Divisional  Health  service  and  the  Hospital  Board  is  also  a 
matter  for  gratification,  and  one  which  I fully  appreciate  and 
which  nothing  must  be  allowed  to  disturb. 


Yours  obediently, 


A.  G.  M.  SEVERN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (raid-year 

1953)  as  estimated  by 

Registrar  General 

• • i 

38,200 

Pooulation  (Census  1931)  ... 

o • • 

42,717 

Area  (acres) 

• • ® 

• • • 

8,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1940) 

• • • 

9,511 

Number  of  families  or 

separate  occupiers 

(Census  1931) 

* • • 

10,178 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April.  1953) 

• • • 

£177,434 

Sum  represented  by  a 

Penny  Rate  (1st  April, 

1953) 

£655 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  1953 

Legitimate  - Males 

273  Females  286 

Total  559) 

579 

Illegitimate  - Males 

10  Females  10 

Total  20) 

Birth  Rate 

• • • 

• • • 

15.2 

Deaths  1953 

Males  344 

Females  301 

Total 

645 

Death  Rate  . . . 

• • • 

• • * 

16.9 

Deaths 

of  Infants  (under  one 

year ) 1953 

L e gi  tima  t e - Mai  e s 

6 Females  5 

Total  11) 

11 

Illegitimate  - Mai e s 

Females 

Total  -) 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  1953 

Legitimate  - 19,6 

11 1 e gi t ima t e - Nil 

Total 

19.0 

Neo -Natal  Death  Rate 

• it 

1 • l 

13,8 

Still  Births  1953 

Legitimate  - Males 

10  Females  9 

Total 

19 

11 1 e gi t ima  t e - Mai e s 

Females 

Total 

- 

Maternal  Mortality  1953 

Rate  per 

1,000  births 

Number 

(live 

& still) 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes  3 

5.0 

Total 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths 

population 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

100 

2.6 

Measles  (all  ages) 

H 

Whooping  Cough  (all  a 
Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

ge  s ) 1 

0.03 

(under  2 years  of  age) 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TEE  AREA 


I 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water  Board  provides 
an  ample  and  constant  service  of  pure  water  to  all  houses  and 
premises  with  the  exception  of  a few  scattered  cottages  and 
farmhouses  on  the  borders  of  the  Urban  Area. 

All  the  water  Is  treated  by  modern  approved  methods  of 
chlorination  and  filtration,  and  it  is  possible  to  maintain,  in 
all  parts  of  the  district,  a reasonable  supply  even  during  periods 
of  drought. 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  the  water 
are  carried  out  at  all  stages  of  its  collection,  treatment  and 
distribution.  These  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Cardiff 
and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  they  are,  in  the  main 
submitted  by  the  above  named  Board.  "Spot^  samples  are  taken 
intermittently  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  number  of  samples  so  dealt  with  during  the  year 

1953  was0. - 

(a)  Bacteriological i 

Raw  water  ...  ...  28 

Treated  water  going  Into  supply  ...  45 

(b)  Chemicals 

Raw  water  ...  ...  7 

Treated  water  going  into  supply  ...  II 

Reports  on  practically  ail  the  above  samples  of  treated 
water  were  satisfactory.  With  a few  exceptions,  the  raw  water  was 
also  of  adequate  purity. 

The  soft  moorland  water,  some  3,200,000  gallons  a day, 
is  treated  at  the  Works  with  lime  or  chalk,  raising  the  pH  figure 
from  6.6  to  7.5,  and  then  filtered  and  finally  chlorinated  and 
there  is  no  action  on  lead.  The  Analyst  states  that  this  process 
n indicates  satisfactory  treatment".  Additional  supplies  are 
obtained  from  Taf  Feclian  Water  Board. 


The  number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  the  mains 
in  Pontypridd  Is  9,725. 

There  are  no  stand-pipes  in  use  within  the  Pontypridd 

area , 


Miscellaneous  samples  were  taken  from  mountain  springs 
and  streams j some  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  varying 
degree . 
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The  following  statistics  of  the  local  rainfall  for 
the  year  1953  have  been  kindly  provided  by  the  Joint  Water  Board:™ 


Rainfall  registered 

at  Lanwood  Reservoir, 

Pontypridd 

Month 

Inohe s 

January 

1.84 

February 

2.94 

March 

3.98 

April 

5.18 

May 

4.11 

June 

3.13 

July 

8.35 

August 

6.92 

September 

7.55 

October 

4.25 

November 

5.63 

December 

1.96 

TOTAL  .... 

The  average  rainfall  recorded  at  the  above  station 
for  the  past  37  years  is  60.75  inches,, 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


A complete  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage , 
seventeen  miles  in  length,  controlled  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Joint  Sewerage  Board,  extends  from  the  Rhondda  Urban  area  to  the 
sea.  All  authorised  inhabited  houses  in  the  Pontypridd  urban 
locality  are  connected  with  this  main  sewer,  with  the  exception  of 
approximately  100  dwellings  which  lie  outside  the  statutory  distance. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a small  number  of  vans  and 
temporary  dwellings  in  the  area  are  of  necessity  employing  the 
conservancy  system  of  sewage  disposal. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


There  are  approximately  30  houses  in  the  district 
without  separate  closet  accommodation,  one  water  closet  serving 
the  needs  of  two  houses.  This  figure  is  gradually  decreasing 
as  sanitary  improvements  are  carried  out. 
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■SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  inspections  and  revisits 

in  the 

course  of 

routine  work  and  “on  complaint5'  during  the  year 
JP53:- 

ended 

31st  December, 

Puhlic  Health  Acts;- 

House  Inspection  - First  Visits 

o » ft 

777 

Revisits 

ft  t e 

2,788 

Housing  Acts;- 

Overcrowding 

ft  • o 

3 

Infectious  Diseases 

• • t 

78 

Disinfestation 

ft  • o 

17 

Public  Abattoir  . » . 

to* 

1,090 

Markets  and  Shops 

« ft  ft 

1,327 

Bakehouses  . » . 

• • • 

71 

Domestic  Pig  Keepers 

ft  ft  ft 

36 

Factories  . . • 

0 ft  ft 

249 

Canteens 

ft  • • 

41 

School s « . . 

ft  ft  ft 

1 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

• ft  ft 

111 

Workshops 

ft  0 ft 

24 

Common  Lodging  House 

• ft  ft 

11 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

ft  ft  ft 

27 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

ft  ft  0 

129 

Cinemas  and  Theatres 

• to 

21 

Dairies 

o t ft 

96 

Refuse  Accommodation 

• ft  ft 

85 

Refuse  Dumps  „ . . 

« 1 » 

17 

C ax  e s » . . 

ft  # ft 

210 

Miscellaneous  (including  interviews) 

• ft  ft 

1,604 

Shops  Act  1950  , . , 

0 • ft 

346 

Food  Sampled;- 

Milk,  graded  and  ungraded 

ft  ft  ft 

145 

Food  and  Drugs 

ft  ft  ft 

179 

Ice-Cream 

ft  ft  • 

21 

Water 

ft  ft  ft 

50 

Notices  Served;- 

Informal 

ft  ft  ft 

249 

Formal 

ft  ft  a 

125 

Letters  sent  re  Notices  ... 

ft  • ft 

333 

Shops  Act  Notices  . . , 

ft  ft  • 

43 

. 
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PRO  SEC  ITT  IONS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1956 

In  the  course  of  the  year  ended  31st  December*  1953* 
five  prosecutions  were  instituted  by  the  Sanitary  inspectors*  as  a 
result  of  nor -compliance  with  the  requirements  of  statutory  notices 
served  under  the  Public  health  Act*  1956. 

In  three  cases,  the  hearings  were  adjourned  and  the  work 
had  been  completed  at  the  date  of  the  re-hearing  and  the  summonses 
were  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

In  the  two  remaining  cases,  the  Court  made  Orders  for 
the  work  to  be  carried  out  within  three  months. 

FACTORIES  ACT.,  1937 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  249  visits  to  factories 
during  the  year  and*  in  5 cases*  notices  were  served  to  abate 
nuisances.  Ail  of  these  nuisances  were  remedied  during  the  year. 

Generally,  all  the  factories  were  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition*  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take 
legal  action  for  the  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act. 

CREMATORIUM 

The  Pontypridd  Crematorium  is  no  longer  the  only  one 
operating  in  Wales*  for  Thornhill  Crematorium  under  the  control  of 
the  Cardiff  City  Council  was  completed  during  the  autumn  of  1953 
and  opened  for  purposes  of  cremation  early  in  December, 

For  some  time  It  has  been  apparent  that  our  local 
crematorium  has  been  working  beyond  its  optimum  capacity,  and  the 
relief  afforded  by  the  new  Thornhill  Crematorium  has  come  at  an 
opportune  time.  There  is  no  doubt  that*  with  the  increasing 
popularlity  of  this  hygienic  means  of  disposal  of  the  dead,  there 
will  be  sufficient  cases  to  keep  both  these  centres  busy. 

The  following  particulars  have  kindly  been  supplied  by 


the  Superintendent. 

Cremations  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1952  2*124 

Cremations  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1953  2*343 


The  cremations  for  1953  show  an  increase  of  219  over  1952. 

In  spite  of  the  greatest  pressure  on  staff  and  equipment 
no  case  was  refused*  neither  v/as  there  any  delay. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  by  the  end  of  1953* 
cremations  carried  out  in  Pontypridd  totalled  16*206. 
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CAMPING  SITES 


No  licences  have  "been  Issued,  in  respect  of  camping 
sites  by  the  Local  Authority;  nor  are  there  any  sites  within  the 
area  which  are  approved  for  this  purpose. 


UNAUTHORISED  CAMPING 

During  1953,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  Council  to 
invoke  the  provisions  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  byelaw 
prohibiting  the  unauthorised  camping  of  gypsies.  On  the  few 
occasions  when  sites  were  occupied,  the  residents  of  the  areas 
affected  were  able  to  use  the  byelaw  in  requesting  the  gypsies  to 
move  without  delay. 

This  nuisance  was  rather  less  prevalent  during  the  year, 
and  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  byelaw  is  having  an  effect,  taut, 
unfortunately,  the  problem  for  these  itinerants  remains  acute,  both 
as  regards  local  authorities  and  the  people  themselves. 

SCAVENGING 

The  collections  of  refuse  and  waste  material  for  1953 
amounted  to  13,163  tons,  an  average  of  43  tons  per  working  day. 


The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  a tip  at  Nantgarw  where  flue 
dust  from  the  Upper  Boat  Station  is  also  tipped.  As  the  output 
from  the  Power  Station  is  approximately  500  - 600  tons  per  day,  the 
refuse  is  provided  with  very  adequate  cover,  so  that  there  should  be 
no  nuisance  from  the  method  of  disposal  now  in  operation. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Two 

complaints  and 


men  are  engaged  full  time  to  deal  with  day-to-day 
routine  duties  of  rodent  infestation. 


The  following  tables  give  a summary  of  action  during  1953;- 


Number  of  Premises  Treated 


Rats 

Mice 

27 

Business  premises 

19 

651 

Others 

497 

676 

Total  infestations 

516 

The  sewers  in  the  area  were  treated  on  two  occasions 
at  six -monthly  intervals  by  the  Surveyor^  Department  staff.  In 
the  March  treatment  bread-mash  and  arsenious  oxide  were  used  as 
the  bait  and  poison  respectively  and  the  alternative  treatment  of 
sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide  was  used  for  September.  This  work 
was  very  successful  and  reduced  to  a considerable  degree  the  surface 
infestation. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  Pontypridd 
area.  The  premises  are  revisited  periodically  by  the  sanitary 
staff  and  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

The  methods  employed  in  this  locality  for  dealing  with 
verminous  premises  have  been  outlined  in  previous  reports,  xhe 
number  of  premises  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review  was  as 
follows  c.  - 

(i  ) Council  houses  9 

(ii)  Other  dwelling  houses  ......  <>  23 

(iii)  Other  premises  ......  .......  . 4 

This  form  of  nuisance  was  not  pronounced  or  troublesome 

in  1953. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  established  in  the 

di strict : - 


Rag  storage  and  sorting  3 

Fellmonger  . 1 

The  above  premises  and  trades  are  conducted 
satisfactorily  so  as  to  lead  to  the  minimum  of  nuisance, 

RENT _ AND  MORTGAGE  RE STRICT ION  ACTS,  1920  ~ 1958 

No  applications  were  received  under  the  above  Acts  during 
the  year  1953. 

SWIMilNO  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

Pontypridd  possesses  a municipal  open-air  swimming  bath 
and  a paddling  pool  situated  in  the  Ynysangharad  Park.  The  adult 
bath  holds  460,000  gallons  and  the  juvenile  pool  130,000  gallons, 

A large  capacity  filtration  and  purification  plant  treats 
the  water  of  both  baths  by  chemical  precipitation,  filtration, 
aeration  and  finally  chlorination. 

25  samples  of  bath  water  were  taken  on  six  occasions  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  All  results  were 
sati sf actory. 

The  paddling  pool  in  particular  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  younger  generation,  and  at  week-ends  and  during  school 
holidays  an  enormous  number  of  children  take  advantage  of  the 
facilities  provided.  These  healthy  activities  in  open  air  and 
sunlight  are  most  beneficial  and  rewarding. 
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HOUSING  STATISTIC'S 

. Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1953;- 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

AC  L S ) . » • « • » ••• 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ... 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  . . . ... 

, Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ... 

. Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year ;- 

(1)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936;- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  In  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  , „ . 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(1 ) By  Owners  . . . . . „ 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  ...  ... 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts;- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  ...  ...  . , . 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices;- 
(I ) By  Owner s . . . ...  ... 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  ...  ... 

(3)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  . . . 

(4)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 


777 

3,565 

5 

379 

254 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

125 

115 

Nil 

1 
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HOUSING 


In  the  post  war  period  635  new  houses  have  been 
completed  and  occupied.  A further  106  houses  are  in  course  of 
construction  by  direct  labour. 

Planning  permission  has  been  received  for  the 
development  of  a site  which  will  probably  accommodate  between 
700  and  800  houses.  Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  the 
site  are  proceeding  and  work  will  commence  during  the  coming  year. 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  progress  in  the  preparation 
of  housing  schemes  has  been  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  clearance 
of  new  sites.  Substantial  areas  of  building  land  in  the  Urban 
Area  have  been  sterilised  due  to  the  risk  of  abnormal  subsidence 
following . the  adoption  by  the  National  Coal  Board  of  the  horizon 
method  of  mining  for  new  developments  taking  place  in  the  coal 
field  in  Pontypridd  and  surrounding  areas. 

During  1953,  16  traditional  t3rpe  houses  were  erected 
by  the  Council  and  occupied. 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection 

at  the  end  of  the  year  .................  106 

In  addition,  private  enterprise  accounted  for  the 


following  new  dwelling  houses. 

Number  of  houses  completed  8 

Number  of  houses  commenced  .............  2 


HOUSING-  ACT,,  1936 

The  Council  took  no  direct  action  in  connection  with 
overcrowding  or  slum  clearance  during  the  year.  Overcrowding  was 
however,  eased  to  a certain  extent  by  the  allocation  of  Council 
houses  in  exceptional  cases. 

During  the  year,  four  such  houses  were  utilised  for 
rehousing  in  special  circumstance s;  three  of  these  for  demolition 
order  properties,  and  one  to  rehouse  the  occupants  of  an  unfit 
house.  Further  similar  allocations  are  planned  as  houses  become 
available . 

C QUITO IL  HOUSES 

Particulars  of  the  dwelling  houses  owned  by  the 
Pontypridd  Local  Authority  at  the  end  of  1953  are  set  out  below: - 


Consolidated  Housing  Scheme  1,241 

Ynys  Terrace  28 

Qwernygerwn  17 

T aken  over  by  the  C ounc i 1 : - 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 

1399  - 1923  and  Housing  Acts, 

1923  - 1925  35 

TOTAL  1,321 


' 


' 

■ 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  ( Special  desljnatioin'THaw  Milter" Regulations,  1949 
Mnk^^lToTaT"^  (PasteurTseT  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

~ ~~  ” ***~  ' Regulati ons,  194-9 


The  following  registrations/licences  were  issued  by  the  Pontypridd 
Urban  District  Council  under  the  above  regulations  during  the  year  1953 2- 


Distributor s 


IS 


Dairies 

Dealers 

(Other  than 

T.T. 

Pasteuri sed 

Sterilised  j Accredited 

Farms ) 

13 

15 

16 

6 [ 2 

Pasteurising  ; 

Plant  j T.T. 

— ■ t 


1 


6 


Supplementary  Dealers  

Pasteuri  sed 

" Sterilised 

Accredi ted 

6 

3 

1 

BAG, 

IER10L0GICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

The  following  is  a summary  of  examinations  carried  out  during 
the  past  year ; all  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Cardifi  and  County 

Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Graded  Mil  k No  * of  Sa 1 3-  s f a c tor y XJn_sa ti  sf  ac  t ory 

- — ~ Ample's 

T ,T . Milk  9 7 2 

Pasteuri  sed  29  29 

Sterilised  4 4 


Tests  for  Tub ercl e Bacilli 

During  the  year,  9 samples  were  biologically  tested  at  the 
Laboratory  for  tubercle  bacilli.  All  were  negative, 


Ice-Cream 

21  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  these  were  graded  as 

follows  2 - 


Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  5 

Grade  4 

16 

1 

3 

1 

Where  unsatisfactory  samples  were  found,  advice  was  given  as  to 
better  production/storage  methods. 


Other  Food  s 

7 samples  of  other  foods  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
ex ami nation;  4 from  various  cockle  vendors  in  this  town;  two  irom 
consignments  of  iced  lollies  and  one  corned  beef.  In  all  cases  the 
Public  Analyst  reported  that  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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PREMISES  WHERE  POOD  IS  PREPARED  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Pried  fish  shops  ....................  28 

Bu t oher s making  sausages, 

faggots  etc  . 24 


105 -CREAM  PREMISES 

At  31st  December,  1953,  there  were  123  registered  ice-cream 
retailers  in  this  town.  Of  these,  probably  only  two  manufacture 
their  own  ice-creamj  the  majority  preferring  to  purchase  the  ice-cream 
ready-made,  in  hygienic  containers,  and  maintaining  it  at  the  required 
temperature  in  refrigerators  provided  by  the  wholesaler. 

These  premises  are  regularly  inspected,  by  the  Food  Inspectors, 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  .POODS 

All  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  possess  the  additional 
qualification  for  the  examination  of  meat  and  other  foods  and  this  Y/ork 
is  regarded  as  an  important  part  of  their  duties. 

The  Council’s  Public  Abattoir  is  still  operating  under  the 
Government’s  scheme  for  the  centralisation  of  all  slaughtering. 

The  following  are  particulars  for  1953  of  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  examined  at  the  Abattoir s- 


Bulls 

Cows 

Heifers  and 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

»«  T*-  ->»»nr  i«iW  b'  hwA . .»»  -W 

Pigs 

Total 

Steers 

8 

677 

1,865 

1,269 

23,118 

3,192 

30,129 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  Abattoir  and  markets 
and  shops  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  purposes  of  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods  is  as  follov/ss- 


Visits  and  revisits  made  to  the  Public 
Abattoir  by  Meat  Inspectors  1,090 

Visits  made  to  other  premises  under 
Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations),  1924 

and  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  1,327 


2,417 

Summary  of  unsound  meat  and  other  foods  surrendered  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  ended  51st  December,  1953s- 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs, 


Public  Abattoir  (Meat  - Tuberculosis )..... 
Public  Abattoir  (Meat  - Other  Diseases)  .. 
Publ i c Mark e t s and  Sho  p s (0  the r P o o d s ) ... 


5 11  1 1 

15  15  1 25 

3 15  2 5 


Total 


25 


2 


1 


3 


... 


. 


' 

, 


’ 

■ 


■ 

' 


■ 


•• 

* 

' ' ' Im  h| 


. 


the 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  figures  for 
•year  ended  31st  December,  1953  of  those  carcases  affected  with 

(1)  Tuberculosis 

(2)  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Number  inspected 


Bulls  Cows 

Heifers  and 
Steers 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Pigs 

8 677 

1,865 

1,269 

23,118 

3,192 

(1)  Tuberculosis  only: 

Bulls  Cows 

Heifers  and 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Pigs 

Steers 

Carcases 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Part  - 209 

75 

1 

- 

125 

Percentage  - 30.9# 

4,0/a 

0.1# 

- 

3.9# 

(2)  All  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

5 

13 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

954 

3 

1,361 

31 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculo  si s 

37 . 4 # 

0 . 6/o 

5*9/0 

1.0# 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

ACT,  1933 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  holding  valid  licences  issued 
by  the  Pontypridd  Council  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
3 of  the  above  Act  at  31st  December,  1953  was  16. 


Section  1 of  the  Act  is  applicable  within  the  Area  to  sheep, 
ewes,  wethers,  rams  and  lambs,  and  with  the  exception  of  Kosher  meat, 
all  cattle  are  humanely  killed  by  the  captive  bolt  pistol  and  the 
smaller  animals  are  electrically  stunned  before  slaughter. 
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POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


The  Pontypridd  Council  administers  the  above  Act  in  this 
area  and  the  Authority’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  appointed  Sampling 
Officers,  Mr.  D.  Evans  Jones,  •M.Sc.,  P.R.I.C.,  of  the  Cardiff  and 
County  .Public  Health  Laboratory  is  the  Public  Analyst  appointed  to 
act  for  this  district. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year,  the  following  wide  range 
of  samples  (formal  and  informal)  were  submitted  to  and  reported  upon 
by  the  Analysts- 


Genuine 


Non- Genuine 


Milk  ...  ...» 

Processed  Cheese  

Shredded  Beef  Suet  ........ 

Sponge  and  Pudding  Mixture 
Cake,  Bun  and  Scone  Mixture 

Cornflour  

Irish  Cake  

Slippery  Elm  Pood  ......... 

High  Protein  Pood  . . 

Canned  Milk  Pudding  ....... 

Canned  Pork  Galantine  . , . . . 

Beef  Sausages  

Potted  Salmon  

Meat  Paste  ................ 

Sacramental  Wine  .......... 

Tonic  Wine 

Whi  sky  

Rose  Hip  & Orange  Syrup  . . . 
Tea  

Dried  Coffee  Beverage  ..... 

Honey  

Sugar  Confectionery  ....... 

Syn  th  e t i c Ore  am 
Table  Jelly  . . . 

Vita  Yeast  .... 

Meat,  Yeast  & V 
Cold  & Influenza  Mixture 
Herbal  Cough  Mixture  . . . 

Cough  Syrup  

Vironita  .............. 

Medicinal  Tonic  

Halibut  Oil  

Castor  Oil 

Cream  

Ice-Cream  

Dessicated  Coconut  ..... 
Self-Raising  Flour  


• « » • o t • 


o o • • 


Extract 


Baking  Powder  ............ 

Vinegar  

Piccalilli  .........  . . .... 

White  Pepper  .............. 

Canned  Broth  

Dried  Peas  

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

Cochineal  

Boiled  Sweets  

Chocolate  

Diabetic  Chocolate  ....... 

Saccharin  Tablets  ......... 

Genaspirin  

Canned  Sterilised  Cream  ..< 

Salad  Cream  . 

Canned  Beans  

Iced-Lolly  

Jam  , 


89 

2 

4 

q 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

11 

2 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

7 

“1 

-L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 
1 
2 

20 

1 

4 
2 
1 

1 

3 
1 

2 

4 
1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
1 
1 

4 

5 

230 


5 

1 

3 


1 


1 


1 


12 


Carried  forward 
- 18 


• • • • 


' 


. 


< 

. 


■ 

>1  #*•  • - ♦ » « 


.. 


• • 


# ♦ * * 

« > * ♦ 


Brought  forward  ............. 

Table  Jelly  Crystals  

Halibut  Liver  Oil  

Cooking  Pat  ........................ 

Xmas  Pudding  ....................... 

f.  >t  

Stuffing  

Pish  Dressing  ...................... 

Olives  

Mayonnai se  ......................... 

Pepper  Flavoured  Compound  

Mi xed  Spice  ....................oo.. 

Ground  Cinnamon  » „ , 

Canned  Beef  

Salami  Sausage  

Pi sh  Cake  .......................... 

Brandy 

Gin  


Rum 

Beer 


Malt  Cup  Powder 
Mincemeat  . . . . . 


Lemon  Cheese  . . . 

Glace  Cherries  ................ 

Cut  Peel  

Vitorange  Energy  Tablets  ...... 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion  ........ 

Cod  Liver  Oil  . . ..............  . 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules  .... 

Cough,  Bronchial  & Lung  Mixture 
Olive  Oil  ..................... 

Aspro  and  Aspirin  Tablets  

TOTAL  . . . . 


Genuine 
' 230 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
2 

2 

275 


Non-Genuine 

l5~“ 
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The  percentage  of  the  milk  samples  found  to  be  not  genuine, 
including  both  formal  and  informal  samples,  for  the  year  1953  was  5.6, 


The  average  composition  of  the  genuine  milk  samples  for  1953 
was  3.69/0  milk  fat  and  8.66/0  solids-not-f at , compared  with  the  standard 
laid  down  in  the  milk  regulations  of  3%  milk  fat  and  8.5^  solids-not-f at . 

Following  are  particulars  of  the  sub-standard  foods  2- 


Beef  Sausages 

5P 

Informal 

Table  Jelly 

32P 

if 

Scone  Mixture 

33P 

a 

Cake  Flour 

34P 

iff 

Sponge  Mixture 

35P 

a 

Milk 

10  4 P 

ii 

Milk 

121P 

u- 

Milk 

177P 

Vi 

Ice-Cream 

182P 

i? 

Milk 

196P 

2$ 

Milk 

198P 

ii 

Cake  Flour 

203P 

ii 

20%  deficient  in  meat  content. 
Devoid  of  sugar. 

Infested  with  meal  mites, 
si  a si  sc 

;s  it  ft 

9/o  deficient  in  fat. 

20 % deficient  in  fat, 

8/0  deficient  in  fat. 

24^  deficient  in  fat. 

28/o  deficient  in  fat. 
ll?o  deficient  in  fat. 

Infested  with  meal  mites. 


In  all  the  above  cases,  the  producers  or  vendors  were 
interviewed,  and  the  following  action  was  taken j- 


5P 
32  P 


33P,  34 P,  35P 

104P,  121P , 177P 

182P 

196P 

198P 

203P 


- Follow-up  sample  satisfactory. 

- The  product  was  manufactured  before  the  new 

regulations  came  into  force,  and  was  sold  as 
unsweetened. 

- Stocks  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

- Follow -up  samples  were  satisfactory. 

- Follow-up  sample  was  satisfactory. 

- Follow-up  sample  -was  satisfactory. 

- This  sample  was  taken  from  stock  in  use  in  a 

factory  canteen. 

- Stock  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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DISPOSAL  OP  CONDEMNED  POOD 


Consignments  of  food  wh.ic h have  been  condemned  ley  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  are 
surrendered  and  despatched  to  the  Council* s controlled  tip.  The 
Authority  is  fortunate  in  having  available  a plentiful  and  regular 
supply  of  flue  dust,  and  the  food,  with  all  other  refuse.  Is  more 
than  adequately  covered,  Tne  tip  is  subject  to  regular  inspection. 


.FOOD  ASSOCIATION 


The  Association,  which  came  into  being  in  1952  as  a result 
of  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Pontypridd  U.D.C.  and  the  Pontypridd 
aae  > ade  s ceady  progress  during  1953. 


The  scheme  includes  all  food  trades  and  applies  to  all  places 
in  which  food  is  manufactured,  stored  or  distributed.  Applicants* 
premises  are  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  Association’s 
advisory  Officers  and  where  the  standard  of  the  premises  is  in 
accordance  with  the  Code  of  Practice  applicable  to  the  particular 
trade,  a recommendation  for  admission  to  the  Association  Is  made  by 
yj®  Officer.  Upon  admission,  a certificate  of  membership  and  an 
attractively  coloured  emblem  are  presented  to  the  successful  applicant, 
many  Improvements  to  shop  premises  have  been  carried  out  since  the 
soheme  commenced  and  in  some  cases  the  work  and  equipment  involved 
has  been  quite  a costly  item. 


A feature  of  the  Scheme  during  1953  was  its 
the  needs  of  food  Trades  employees.  Appreciating  the 
for  ensuring  chat  all  employees  should  themselves  help 
a high  standard  of  hygiene,  the  Association 
whi  ch.  Incl ud ed  i - 


extension  to  serve 
necessity 
to  maintain 
arranged  for  a programme 


(a)  Shore  Informal  talks  to  employees  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 
their  visits  to  shops,  ^ 

( D ) ^aolic  lectures  by  well-known  experts  on  food  hygiene. 

(c)  Lectures  to  trade  organisations  and  groups  of  young  persons 

engaged  in  food  handling. 

(d)  Film  Shows. 


local 
Shop5' , 


Appropriate  window  displays  have  been  shown  in  the  town  and 

«5®S4.ha26  ®arpied  such  captions  as  S!Buy  your  Food  from  a Clean 
Dirty  hands  mean  Dirty  Food11,  etc. 


FOOD  BYELAWS 


Ho  Police  Court  action 
1953,  but  compliance  with  the 
concern  of  the  Food  Inspectors 


was  taken  under  these  byelaws  during 
various  provisions  is  a constant 


rp  , The ^ comprehensive  Codes  of  Practice  drawn  up  by  the  Clean 

referred  to  in  the  previous  paragraph,  embody 
tne  spirit  of  the  byelaws  and  they  are  proving  of  benefit  in  this 
connection. 


20 


• 

. 

. 


- 


FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ACT.  1988  - SAMPLING  DUTIES 

When  the  1951  Census  figures  are  published,  it  is  expected 
that  the  population  of  Pontypridd  will  be  shown  to  have  fallen  below 
40,000  and  in  these  circumstances  the  Council  would  cease  to  be  a 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  unless  a direction  is  given  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  under  Section  64  of  the  Act. 

The  Council’s  case  for  continuing  its  duties  was  submitted 
and  on  28th  March,  1953  the  Clerk  was  advised  that  the  Minister  was 
prepared  to  give  the  necessary  direction  when  the  1951  Census  figures 
for  Pontypridd  are  published. 

The  Council  will,  therefore,  retain  these  duties  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  case  submitted  was  greatly  strengthened  by  the 
Council’s  policy  of  employing  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  also  hold  the 
additional  qualification  of  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors,  as  well  as  the 
comprehensive  nature  of  the  work  done  under  this  heading  by  our 
Sanitary  staff  consistently  in  past  years. 

SPIOPS  ACT,  1950 

In  January,  1953,  the  Council  confirmed  the  appointment  of 
the  four  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  Shops  Inspectors  under  the  above  Act, 

The  greater  portioii  of  the  year  was  spent  in  making  a 
survey  of  the  shops  in  the  district  and  it  became  obvious  that  many 
shopkeepers  lacked  knowledge  of  the  detailed  provisions  of  the  Act, 
and  where  this  was  found,  they  were  served  with  a statement  listing 
the  relevant  notices  and  records  and  pointing  out  the  items  which 
were  not  being  observed. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  is  designed  to  ensure  the  humane  care  of  pet 
animals  and  it  prohibits  the  sale  of  such  animals  except  from  premises 
which  have  been  licensed  by  a local  authority.  The  Act  does  not 
affect  the  sale  of  pedigree  animals  or  birds.  The  Council’s 

Sanitary  Inspectors  are  authorised  to  inspect  premises  for  this 
purpose . 


Three  licences  were  issued  in  1953. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  LOCAL 
F^G-J^ATIONS,  RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IN  FORClTlN  THE  DISTRICT 

A comprehensive  list  of  the  above  was  given  in  a previous 
annual  report. 


To  this  list  should  be  added  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907  (Section  86  - Marine  Store  Dealers),  the  Food 
Byelaws  and  the  Glamorgan  County  Council’s  Byelaw  controlling  gipsy 
and  squatter  encampments. 
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NON -NOT IFIABLE  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diseases  usually  grouped  under  this  heading  achieved  a 
remarkably  low  level  during  1953. 

^ There  was  little  or  no  true  Influenza  and  the  minor 

Infectious  ailments  of  children  were  generally  below  the  average. 

Gajftro -enteritis  amongst  those  under  two  years  of  age 
caused  no  deaths j thus  maintaining  the  good  record  of  recent  years 
in  this  locality. 

There  were  no  school  or  school  department  closures  on 
account  of  Illness,  nor  did  the  School  Medical  Officer  issue  any 
certificates  under  Schedule  IV  of  the  Code  on  account  of  attendances 
below  60/o  due  to  sickness. 


CANCER 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  forms)  in  Pontypridd,  recorded 
during  1953  were  as  follows i~ 


Mai e s Females  Total 

53  47  100 

This  is  a substantial  Increase  on  the  total  figure  for 
last  year,  which  amounted  to  77;  this  in  itself  being  well  above 
the  average . 


Deaths  from  lung  cancer  were  7,  as  compared  with  11  In  1952. 

It  Is  a somewhat  disturbing  outlook  that  approximately  one 
person  in  six  dies  from  malignant  disease,  although  it  is  a 
consolation  to  know  that  of  the  above  hundred  cases,  83  exceeded  the 
age  of  55  years. 

There  Is  no  need  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  research 
In  the  subject;  this  Is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those  concerned, 
but  it  will  be  a happy  day  when  cancer  can  be  considered  amongst  the 
preventable  diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  .(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1953 


Di sease 

| Total  cases 

i notified 
{ 

Cases  admitted  j 
j to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic ) 

i 1 

1 j 

Scarlet  Fever 

j 61 

; 39 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

i 6 

Pneumoni a 

1 15 

4 

7 

Erysipelas 

6 

i ! 

0 ph  thalmi a N eo  na  t o rum 

1 

! i l 

— 

Measles 

44 

! 

Whooping  Cough 

186 

1 2 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

2 I 

1 

Typhoid 

j 1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

! i 

! i 

Paratyphoid-B 

i 

! i 

— 

Sonne  Dysentery 

3 

3 i 

Malaria 

1 4 

4 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Ten  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  reported  during  the 
year;  six  from  hospitals  and  four  from  the  patients1  homes. 

Each  responded  to  treatment  and  no  deaths  resulted. 
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0 PHTEALMIA  NEONATORUM 


Only  one  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  in  1953; 
this  was  treated  in  hospital  and  no  impairment  of  vision  resulted. 

Both  in  number  and  intensity,  this  disease  has  almost 
disappeared,  as  compared  with  two  or  three  decades  ago.  Modern 
treatment  of  mother  and  infant  has  led  to  this  gratifying  result. 

AMBULANCE,  FACILITIES 

The  ambulance  service  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  and  the  depot  serving  the  Pontypridd  area 
is  situated  at  the  Treforest  Trading  Estate.  The  telephone  number 
is  Treforest  2112.  Ambulances  and  cars  for  all  types  of  cases 
are  maintained  at  this  depot. 

R5PLACEISNT  OF  DESTROYED  BEDDING 

Authority  is  given  to  the  Local  Authority,  by  Section 
167,  ss„4,  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  replace  bedding  soiled 
and  suspected  of  containing  infection  after  infectious  diseases. 

No  such  replacement  was  made  in  1953. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
“~IN  BACH  WAR  13  ~DUR IN G THE  YEAR~T§55 


Di sease 

Craig 

Rhon- 

dda 

Town 

Cil- 

fynydd 

Tra- 

llwn 

Tre- 

forest 

Rhydy- 
f elin 

Totals 

« 

Typhoid 

- 

** 

. 

~ 

W 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 
Puerperal 

11 

2 

2 

7 

23 

3 

13 

61 

Pyrexia 

3 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

10 

Pneumonia 

1 

7 

2 

- 

- 

3 

2 

15 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

1 

** 

1 

M 

6 

Food  Po i s o ni ng 
Ophthalmia 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Neonatorum 

- 

•• 

- 

1 

1 

Poliomyeliti  s 

- 

" 

- 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid-B 

Meningococcal 

— 

- 

" 

“ 

1 

1 

Infection 

— 

2 

2 

Measles 

2 

20 

3 

14 

2 

2 

1 

44 

Whooping  Cough 
Tub er  cul o s i s i - 

22 

50 

12 

J-  kJ 

29 

28 

30 

186 

Respiratory 

6 

13 

- 

2 

9 

o 
1 — 1 

11 

51 

Non-Respiratory 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

4 

Sonne  Dysentery 

m 

- 

3 

3 

Malaria 

- 

2 

1 

. i 

1 

i 

4 

TOTALS 

49 

100 

19 

39 

66 

51 

67 

391 

23 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  year  under  review  was  notable  for  its  low  incidence 
c I inf ectious  disease  generally  in  the  Urban  Area. 

Paratyphoid-B,  which  gave  much  cause  for  concern  in  the 
preceding  year,  was  represented  by  a single  case  only.  This  was  a 
middle-aged  female  patient,  who  made  a good  recovery.  Investigations 
failed  to  indicate  any  definite  source  of  the  infection. 

A sporadic  case  of  Typhoid  occurred  during  the  summer, 
an  adult  male,  who  recovered  satisfactorily.  This  was  the  first 
Typhoid  met  with  in  this  town  for  more  than  ten  years.  Intensive 
investigation  gave  little  or  no  indication  of  the  origin  of  this 
Infection.  Cockles  were  suspected,  but  bacteriological  examination 
of  several  consignments  purchased  in  Pontypridd  proved  negative. 

No  other  cases  of  Enteric  were  reported. 

Only  one  notification  of  food  poisoning  was  received. 
The  facts  relating  to  this  patient,  a young  child,  were  somewhat 
indefinite.  He  was  treated  in  hospital  and  Salmonella  typhi -murium 
was  the  organism  isolated.  No  other  member  of  the  family  was 
affected. 


The  local  Clean  Food  Association  and  an  active  Sanitary 
Department  are  helping  to  eliminate  food-poisoning,  but  this  type  of 
disease  has  never  been  conspicuous  in  this  locality. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  rather  more  widespread  this  year 
amongst  our  younger  population.  A definite  group  of  cases  occurred 
in  those  attending  one  of  the  Trallwn  schools,  otherwise  the  disease 
prevailed  fairly  evenly  in  each  ward.  Although  the  infection  was 
extremely  mild  and  the  numbers  comparatively  small,  the  existing 
hospital  accommodation  was  only  just  able  to  cope  with  the  situation. 

Diphtheria  was  entirely  absent  throughout  the  year. 
Immunisation  will  have  to  be  maintained  if  this  happy  state  of 
affairs  is  to  continue. 

Measles  dropped  to  a very  low  level,  but  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough,  which  led  to  one  death. 
Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  is  now  off erred  to  infants  and 
school  children,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  far  it  will 
modify  this  disease  in  the  future,  both  in  number  and  acuteness. 

There  was  but  one  instance  of  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile 
Paralysis)  reported  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  fortunately  this 
was  of  the  non-paralytic  type. 

Meningococcal  infection  was  rather  below  the  average, 
and  was  represented  by  two  cases,  one  of  whom,  an  Infant,  died. 

One  unusual  feature  was  four  cases  of  malaria,  but  all 
of  these  were  acquired  abroad,  for  which  we  must  blame  the  Korean  war. 

A group  of  three  young  children  in  one  family  in 
Rhydyfelin  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Dysentery  of  the  Sonne  type. 

It  Is  likely  that  a soldier  who  had  served  in  the  Far  East  and  had 
himself  suffered  from  Dysentery,  was  responsible  for  this  small  outbreak. 

The  subject  of  Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  in  some  detail 
in  another  section  of  this  report. 

Little  else  occurred  of  epidemiological  interest  in 
Pontypridd  during  1953. 
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LABORATORY  WORK  AND  FACILITIES 


The  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  examines  and 
reports  upon  all  pathological  specimens  submitted  from  the  Pontypridd 
Irea,  The  number  of  suspected  and  routine  specimens  sent  by  the 
Health  Department  and  by  local  doctors  during  the  past  year  was  89. 
These  included  throat  and  nose  swabs,  sputa,  blood,  pus,  faeces, 
cerebro- spinal  fluid  etc. 

Outfits  for  the  collection  of  specimens  for  transmission 
through  the  post  are  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  the  use  of  medical  practitioners  of  the  town. 

HOSPITAL  PROVISION,  FOR  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Where  hospital  admission  is  deemed  desirable,  cases  of 
infectious  disease  are  accepted  at  the  Cardiff  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Canton,  Gardiff  and  at  the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital,  Pentre,  Rhondda. 
In  practice,  the  more  serious  types  of  infectious  diseases,  such  as 
poliomyelitis  and  cerebro- spinal  meningitis  are  usually  treated  at 
Cardiff.  Special  facilities  also  exist  at  the  hospital  at  Canton  for 
the  treatment  of  tubercular  meningitis  and  miliary  tuberculosis,  both 
of  which  require  skilled  and  prolonged  nursing  care  and  attention. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Tonteg,  formerly  administered  by 
the  Pontypridd  Council  now  functions  as  a Tuberculosis  Sanatorium 
under  the  control  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

During  the  year  the  accommodation  was  increased  from  sixteen 
beds  to  the  full  capacity  of  fifty- six  beds,  through  bringing  into 
use  the  two  main  wards  as  well  as  the  cubicle  block;  all  of  which 
have  been  modernised  in  a very  pleasing  and  successful  manner.  Both 
male  and  female  cases  are  admitted  for  treatment,  while  ten  of  the 
above  total  beds  are  provided  for  children. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  - SECTION  62  and 
PUBLIC  EEAVm  ACT,  1956  - SECTION  172 

The  Local  Authority  took  no  action  under  these  sections 
during  1953. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
' DURING  1953 


Periods  Newr  Caseys  Deaths 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Re  spira to 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

' M. 

F. 

Totals 

ler  1 year 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

:o  5 year  s 

- 

1 

- 

- ■ 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

;o  15  years 

7 

3 

1 

- 

11 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

;o  25  years 

5 

5 

- 

1 

11 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

;o  35  years 

4 

4 

- 

- 

8 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

1 

;o  45  ye  ar  s 

2 

4 

1 

- 

7 

2 

5 

■* 

- 

2 

:o  65  years 

8 

1 

1 

- 

10 

5 

- 

5 

md  upwards 

5 

1 

- 

- 

6 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

TOTALS  . . . 

32 

19 

3 

1 

55 

9 

1 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATES 

The  local  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  1953  and  the  previous  five  years  was  as  follows;- 


1955 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Respiratory 

0.27 

0.39 

0.33 

0.51 

0.43 

0.66 

Non-Re  spiratory 
All  forms  of 



0.05 

0.03 

0,05 

0.05 

0.08 

Tuberculosis 

0.27 

0.44 
- 26 

0.36 

0.56 

0.48 

0.74 

. 


. 


* 


% The  number  of  local  deaths  from  respire. uopy  tuoerculosi s in 

1953  comprised.  9 males  and.  1 lemale.  The  high  ratio  oi  male  to 
female  deaths  is  presumably  due  to  the  increased  risk  attending  cases 
of  pneumoconiosis  amongst  underground  miners  who  form  a large 
proportion  of  the  manual  workers  oi  South  Wales# 

Of  this  total,  9 had  been  notified  to  my  Department  before 
death.  One  had  not  been  so  notified.  The  percentage  of  prior 
notifications  is  therefore  90fo. 

Dr.  J.  01 yn  Cox,  Chest  Physician  for  the  district,  very 
kindly  submits  the  following  information  and  brief  remarks  concerning 
Tuberculosis  generally  in  Pontypridd  covering  the  year  1953s- 

s,The  number  of  persons  in  the  Pontypridd  area 
vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  during  1953  was  221.  This  shows 
a big  decrease  on  the  1952  number  (582)  because  during 
the  former  year  the  Hawthorn  Schools  were  Ivlantoux  tested 
and  the  negative  reactors  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  The 
above  221  vaccinated  all  show  conversion  of  the  Mantoux 
reaction  indicating  100/o  successful  vaccinations.” 

A feature  common  to  the  whole  of  the  country  is  the 
decreased  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  and  especially  of  the 
non - pulmo nar y group.  This,  Dr.  Cox  declares,  is  largely  attributable 

to  the  use  of  antibiotics  which  have  only  become  available  in  the 
past  few  years. 

However,  a disquieting  feature  is  the  increase  in 
notifications,  which  has  taken  place  in  all  parts,  as  well  as  in 
Pontypridd.  This  higher  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  partially 
due  to  more  accurate  ascertainment,  and  the  employment  of 
mass -radiography . On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a shift  in  the 
age-incidence  of  this  disease,  and  many  more  persons  die  in  the  older 
age-groups  than  formerly.  This  increases  the  over-all  risk  of 
infection,  and  the  necessity  for  active  preventive  measures  is  more 
than  ever  apparent.  Especially,  these  include  improved  housing, 
better  nutrition  and  more  hospital  beds  for  the  segregation  and 
treatment  of  the  sick.  B.C.G,  alone  is  not  enough* 

Dr.  Cox  states  that  “The  waiting  period  for  admission  to 
hospital  has  been  reduced  locally  considerably  since  Tonteg  Hospital 
was"  opened  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  but  even  now  a period 
of  2 - 3 months  must  elapse  before  a routine  case  can  be  admitted." 

Probably  the  most  important  single  measure  in  the  campaign 
against  tuberculosis  would  be  a real  speed-up  in  the  direction  oi 
rehousing,  resulting  in  the  abolition  of  slums  and  overcrowding. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955 
DEATHS "XJHDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE  IN  THE  SEVERAL  WARD'S 


Graig  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Rhondda  ...  ...  ...  . • • 2 

Town  ...  ...  ...  * . • 1 

Cilfynydd  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Trallwn  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Treforest  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rhydyfelin  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

TOTAL  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  ...  11. 
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INFANT  WELFARE 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number . or  scope  of 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  in  Pontypridd  now  administered  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  hold  weekly  sessions s- 


Pontypridd  ................  Central  Clinic,  Park. 

Tref orest  Queen  Street  Youth  Club. 

Rhydyf  elin Ebenezer  Chapel . 

Hopkins town  Workmen* s Institute • 

In  addition,  fortnightly  sessions  are  held  ats- 
Hawthorn  ..................  Bethel  Chapel  Hall . 

Pontshonorton Merthyr  Road  Clinic. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  continues  to  act  as  Medical  Officer  for 
four  of  these  centres  in  this  town. 


CO-OPERATION  WITH  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Pontypridd  and  District  branch  of  the  N.S.P.C.C#,  submitted 
by  the  Society* s local  Inspector,  Mr.  William  Rees. 

During  1953,  he  was  called  upon  to  deal  with  81  cases 
in  his  district.  These  cases,  which  affected  135  children  and 

necessitated  278  supervision  calls,  were  made  up  as  follows 

Neglect  ............  31  Exposed  to  moral  danger  ....  7 

Beyond  Control  6 Aid  or  advice  sought  31 

Ill-treatment  ......  6 

A measure  of  improvement  resulted  in  the  majority  of 
the  above,  but  the  Inspector  was  obliged  to  take  seven  cases  before 
the  Juvenile  Court  at  Pontypridd.  The  eleven  children  concerned 
were  committed  to  the  care  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Inspector  was  also  called  upon  to  assist  where 
people  from  other  parts  of  the  country  had  arrived  in  Pontypridd 
and  found  themselves  destitute  and  in  other  instances  where  one 
parent  had  walked  out  of  the  home  leaving  the  other  to  look  after 
the  children.  In  four  of  the  latter,  reconciliations  were  effected 
and  the  homes  saved, 

Mr.  Rees  gives  us  an  assurance  that  it  Is  his  aim  to 
carry  out  the  terns  of  his  commission  !ito  see  that  every  child 
brought  to  the  Society*  s notice  has  an  endurable'  life”  and  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  quality  of  his  work,  I can  heartily  endorse  that 
statement . 


Once  again,  he  expresses  his  thanks  for  the  co-operation 
afforded  him  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955 
^ Cause  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ........... 

Other  Tuberculous  di seases  . . , . 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . .......................... « 

Meningococcal  Infections  ..................... 

Other  infective  diseases  

Mai i gnan t neoplasms- 

Stomach  

Lungs  .........  . 

Br east  ...........  ^.o.  ..........  ......  •••••• 

Uterus  ................ 

Other  sites  

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

Diabetes  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ........... 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .............. 

Other  heart  di sease  ..............  .........  . . . 

Other  circulatory  disease  

Ini luenza  .......  .......o......... ........... 

Pneumonia  

Bronchi ti  s 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ......... 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ........... 

Nephri ti  s and  nephro  si  s 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .............. 

Congenital  malformations  . . . « 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases  

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

Suicide  . . 

Other  accidents  

TOTALS  


Male 

Female 

Total 

9 

1 

10 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

12 

6 

18 

7 

- 

7 

w 

9 

9 

M 

7 

7 

34 

25 

59 

2 

- 

2 

2 

3 

5 

58 

79 

137 

51 

27 

78 

3 

1 

4 

51 

53 

104 

19 

33 

52 

5 

1 

6 

5 

2 

7 

24 

8 

32 

14 

- 

14 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

- 

4 

- 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

29 

31 

60 

4 

- 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

344 

301 

645 

30 


» 


- 


' 

■ 


. 


■ 


■ 


% 

BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MTERNAL  MORTALITY'  AND  CASE -RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
— - - pigEASES  IN  THE  HEAR  1955 

PROVISI 0 NAlT ~F I G IJRE S BASED  OH  QUARTERLY  RETURNS 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  LONDON,  160  GREAT  TOWNS  AND  160  SMALLER 
~~  — — ■ TOWNS  AND  PONTYPRIDD 


Ponty- 

pridd 

v J 

England 
& Wales 

160  C . B, 1 s 
& Great 
Toms  incl, 
London 

160  Smaller 
Towns(res- 
indent  popn* 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1951  Census) 

I 

| 

London 

Admin. 

County 

i 

Rates  per  1 

.,000  Home  Po 

pulation 

rths 

ive 

15.2 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

( 0.49 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38  i 

i-X 

(31.7  a 

22.4  a 

24,8  a 

21.4  a 

21.0  a 

aths 

11  Causes 

16.9 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

yphoid  & Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 



----- 

hooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

iphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 



uberculosi s 

0 , 26 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

nfluenza 

0.15 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

mallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

cute  Poliomyelitis  & 

Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

neumonia 

0.18 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

tifications (Corrected ) 

yphoi'd'  Fever 

0,02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

aratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

eningococcal  Infection 

0.05 

0.03 

0.04 

0,03 

0.03 

carlet  Fever 

1,59 

1 1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

hooping  Cough 

4.86 

! 3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

iphtheria 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

rysipelas 

0.15 

! 0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

mallpox 

0,00 

1 0.00 

O.CO 

0.00 

----- 

easle  s 

1.15 

! 12,36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

neumonia 

0.39 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0,73 

cute  Poliomyelitis 

(incl .Polioencephalitis ) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Paralytic 

j 0.00 

0.07 

0,06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-paraly ti c 

! 0.02 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

ood  Poisoning 

! 0.02 

I 0,24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

Uerperal  Pyrexia 

16.72  a!  18.23  a 

24 . 3o  a 

12.46  a 

28.61  a 

aths 

I 

t Rates  per  1,000  Live 

Births 

11  causes  under 

i 

1 year  of  age 

19,0  b 

: 26.8  b 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8 

nteritis  and  diarrhoea 

\ 

i 

! 

under  2 years  of  age 

| 0.00 

: 

1.1 

1.3 

1 

0.9 

1.1 

i 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 
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